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M ‘Our time’for GO 


Over 40 items 
| in our Buffet including 
hot & cold choices 

I Lunch Buffet *9, Dinner *12.50 
1 Fully Licensed - Open 7 days 


Falls mayor says Region should 
not accept ‘no’ when it comes 
to daily train service 


Competition for 
Grit nominee 

Former mayor, realtor facing off 
for federal Liberal candidacy 
Page 2 
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Michael Smith 


Carlie Smith 


A 


741 Killlaly Street, Port Colborne 660 Steele Street, Port Colborne 86 Rodney St, Port Colborne 

Slice of country paradise, open concept 4 bed with updated kitchen & bath; Doll house of a first time home just a she 
■ bedroom, 1 'k bath with main floor laundry & hardwood floors. walk from beautiful sandy beach, 

NO rear neighbours! Bonus 1 bed apmt over garage Newer roof; windows; doors & furnace. 

$179,900 $159,900 $74,900 
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UPFRONT 

B ELECTION 

Race brewing for federal 
Liberal candidate 



NDP, 

Conservatives 
are ready 
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LOCALNEWS 


■ FORT ERIE: Company's owner having tough time making ends meet as shutdown continues 

Business feeling the pinch 
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Industry shifts gears on power break request 




IT'S OUR 9TH ANNIVERSARY! 

SAT. APRIL 18 & SUN. APRIL 19 

feir4 iir6gntji e> Celebrate with us with... 

r and Gift Storey • STOREWIDE SAVINGS 

Premium Product K 0 • DRAWS 

• massive clearance sale 

..‘LWApi'jfr, .AND CAKE! HfcfiSS 


SAVE BIG ON 
SPRING PROBLEM SOLVERS 
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w.paulsgardencentre.com | MON-SAT 9AM-6PM, SUN 10AM-5PM • 103 Shaw Street, Welland (Corner of Prince Charles) • 905-732-5123 
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LOCAL 


TRANSPORTATION 


‘Our time’ for GO train, Niagara Falls mayor says 


ROB HOULE 

Postmedia Network 

gara Falls is concerned, get¬ 
ting regular GO train service 
to his city is “non-negotia- 

Jim Diodati said during an 
update Thursday on Niagara 
Region’s GO train file that the 
service has been responsi¬ 
ble for the “rust-belt renais- 

“We are next," he said. 

“And it's important — this 
has to be non-negotiable. 

And there’s only one ques¬ 
tion, and that is when? And 
we stick to this. It's our time.” 
The update to regional 

trative officer Harry Sch- 
lange and Matt Robinson, 
the Region’s associate direc¬ 
tor of communications who 
is the project lead, said final 

business case for daily GO 


train service to Niagara Falls. 

That business case is to be 
presented to Transportation 
Minister Steven Del Duca 
during a meeting April 27. 

Robinson and Schlange 
said the business case will 
present a cost of $150 mil¬ 
lion to extend the train serv¬ 
ice from Hamilton to Niagara 
Falls with stops in Grimsby 
and St. Catharines along 
existing CN lines. 

from Pelham Mayor Dave 
Augustyn, Schlange said 
past capital rail projects have 

third borne by Metrolinx (an 
agency of the provincial gov¬ 
ernment), one-third by the 
province and one-third by 
the municipality. 

Robinson said the esti¬ 
mated travel time from Nia¬ 
gara Falls to Hamilton is 
70 minutes, with it taking 
another 50 minutes from 
Hamilton to Union Station in 
downtown Toronto. 


Niagara Falls Coun. Bart 
Maves expressed concern 
with the length of time to and 
from Hamilton. Robinson 
said the 70 minutes included 
layovers on each side of the 
Welland Canal to accommo¬ 
date shipping. 

“Are we attempting to elim¬ 
inate that?” Maves asked. 
“The reason I ask is because I 
can drive my car to Hamilton 

Schlange said it is impor¬ 
tant to get the province’s 
green light for GO train serv- 

with the St. Lawrence Sea¬ 
way on scheduling. But right 
now, we're including the lay¬ 
over so it wouldn't be seen as 
a barrier to get to 'yes.' ” 

centres on 14 trains — seven 
each way — going between 
Hamilton and Niagara Falls 


rob.houle@sunmedia.ca 
Twitter: RobH_Standard 



OWE ABEL/POSTMEDIA NETWORK 

Niagara Region should not take no for an answer when it comes to daily GO train service to 
Niagara Falls, that city's mayor says. 


FUNDRAISING 



United Way reaches its $650,000 goal 


The United Way of South Niagara man¬ 
aged to reach its goal, after all. 

During the organization’s Campaign 



Celebration Friday morning at Sparrow 
Lakes Golf Course, United Way execu¬ 
tive director Tamara Coleman-Lawrie 

fully reached its campaign $650,000 
campaign goal, despite reporting that 
the organization was still $50,000 short 
as of mid-March. 

“It takes an incredible amount of com¬ 
mitment from members of our commu¬ 
nity to have helped us raise additional 
funds to help meet the need of people 
who are struggling and who need a hand 
up,” Coleman-Lawrie said in a media 
release issued Friday afternoon. 

It was the first time since 2009 that 
the United Way campaign had exceeded 
$600,000, and Coleman-Lawrie attrib¬ 
uted the success to the ongoing commit¬ 
ment of supporters, increased corporate 
and individual donations, new programs 
and the efforts of staff and volunteers. 

“United Way continues to be a pillar 

ments,” she said. “We are endlessly 
grateful for our supporters who recog¬ 
nize the importance United Way plays 
in helping those in need.” 

The United Way also presented 
awards to several of its supporters dur¬ 
ing the event 
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■ TRIBUTE: GoFundMe account aims to raise $1,000 

Tree and plaque to be memorial for Tourand 


GREG FURMINGER 

Postmedia Network 
A GoFundMe account has 
been established towards the 
planting of a memorial tree for 
Courtney Tourand, a Port Col- 
borne woman whose life was 
cut short almost two years ago. 

As of Friday morning, $610 
had been raised of a $1,000 goal 
to cover the cost of the tree, its 
species yet undetermined, and 
a sentimental plaque. 

"I'd like to get it put along the 
canal where people can visit 
and we can go to think about 
Courtney,'’ said one of her three 
sisters, Lindsay Tourand. 

like the memorial to be a con¬ 
sciousness-raising tool for peo¬ 
ple who are suffering from 
addiction and the families try¬ 
ing to help them. 

dead in August 2013 at the age 
of 31, had turned to alcohol 


after being diagnosed with the 
Huntington’s gene, the same 
that left her father diseased for 
17 years before his death. Alco¬ 
hol was the coping mechanism 
of a woman whose mom had 
also died. 

The troubles experienced 
by the young woman were 
recently recounted in court, 
where late this past February 
Harry Gleason Leavere, 45, was 
sentenced to serve seven years 
in prison for manslaughter. 

Soon after Courtney’s death, 
family and friends started a 
memorial that included her 
picture and flowers affixed to a 
utility pole outside the West St. 
building where she was found. 
It was suggested soon afterward 
by a city employee that a perma¬ 
nent memorial be considered. 

Harry Hakim, Port Col- 
borne’s community services 
manager, said when people 
come to the municipality with 



New Beginnings Cleaning 
Service 

Susan Raymond 

Owner/Operator 
Call now to 
Book your Appointment 

'Mature, Dependable, Experienced 
Call today 
Cell 905-933-2859 


Accredited Health Care Training 


PERSONAL SUPPORT WORKER 



a request to erect a memorial, it 
will work with families toward 
satisfying their wishes. 

park bench, tree, marker stone 
and plaque program operates 
on a cost-recovery basis, and 
is separate from a policy that 
addresses temporary roadside 

The city may help identify 
which locations are suitable for 
plantings or fixtures, and may 
assist in tree selection from 
municipal stock 

Lindsay Tourand is hoping 
that a tree can be planted this 
spring. 

To contribute to the Court¬ 
ney’s Tree Dedication Fund, 
visitwww.gofundme.com/pgj- 



Courtney Tourand 



“ Niagara’s Friendliest Golf Course" 

Get your membership at Whisky Run before April 
18th and you could Win Your Membership at our 
Molson Tee Off Party on April 18th, 2015, 6pm-9pm. 




IMAGINE THE DIFFERENCE 
> A WISH CAN MAKE. 


Providing hope through the hurt 

WWW.CHILDRENSWISH.CA 

1-800-267-WISH 
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LOCALNEWS 


■ COURT: Victoria Harvey, others accused of killing Alex Fraser 


Lawyer says client innocent of murder charge 



Beer brewers share their craft 
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■ NIAGARA HOSPITALS: NDP leader Andrea Horwath holds town hall meeting 

Health workers say they are ‘stressed-out’ 






V 




in 


Learn more at 340 Welland Ave. St. Catharines 


bookoutlet ca/retail Store Hours: Mon toThu 9am-6pm, Fri 9am-9pm, Sat 9am-6pm, Sun - Closed | StorePhor 
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: BUSINESS: Tim Hortons testing Three Peaks Colombian 

Timmy’s premium blend panned online 


With a lim Hortons restaurant on 


nearly every street comer, there’s no something fancier and more expen- 
doubt locals love their coffee. sive? 

But are Niagara residents willing Tim Hortons announced last 

to trade up their usual cup of jo for week the restaurant is introduc- 


Sta\i Ford % 

llREPLACES 


BBQ Promo 

Is Finally Here 

Visit Our Showroom To See The Latest 
In Lynx & Weber BBQ'S 




Stop By 
Sat. April 18 th 
From 

10 AM-3 PM 
Meet The Lynx 
Rep Try Out The 
New Lynx BBQ's 
For Yourself. 
BRING 
YOUR 
APPETITE! 



SkTAMlnfYRn 6997 0AKW00D DR., 

^ tam 1iWces ■“S,* ♦ 


tag a premium blend of coffee called Three 
Peaks Colombian, made with beans grown 
inCauca, Colombia. It’s currently only avail¬ 
able in select markets, far from Niagara. 

It’s being sold for eight weeks in Abitibi, 
Que., Saint John and Moncton, N.B., and 
Sudbury and North Bay. 

There was no indication of when or if the 
new coffee will be made available at local 

In last week’s media release announcing 
the new coffee, which will be sold at a pre¬ 
mium price, Tim Hortons chief executive 
officer David Clanachan said customers 
“are looking for new experiences and differ¬ 
ent tastes, so expanding our coffee portfolio 

The new coffee was introduced follow¬ 
ing the success of the dark roast coffee Tim 
Hortons started serving lastyeat which now 
accounts for about 15% of the chain’s coffee 


ity of the product is not even close to what 
Starbucks offers. 

"Some people will think it’s sad — but I 
never liked Tim Hortons. Starbucks offers a 
better product at a premium price, and they 
attract exponentially more millennial’s by 
doing so.” 

Wrote another reader, “Yes, they should 
add a ’premium’ roast because Tim Hortons 
coffee is horrible. 

"I question how premium it would be 
considering the quality of literally every¬ 
thing they have on the menu. 

“And just because if s better than the gar¬ 
bage they’re currently selling doesn't mean 
itwillbegood.’’ 

Said another commenter: “Tim’s should 
start offering soy milk in addition to milk or 
cream. With all the fancy and costly addi¬ 
tions to their food and beverage lineup, 
I'm really surprised this small thing is over¬ 
looked.” 


In an e-mail, the company’s director of 
public affairs, Michelle Robichaud, said the 
test market response to the new coffee is 
"very encouraging’’ so far. 

"The test launch will provide us with 
essential operational learnings and further 
insights into what our guests want, and if 
all goes well, we will explore expanding the 
offering at a future date,” Robichaud added. 

In a survey posted on Niagara Sun Media 
newspaper websites, people were asked if 
they’d spend an extra 15 to 30 cents for a cup 
of Hm Hortons Three Peaks Colombian cof¬ 
fee. Most survey respondents — more than 
70%—said no. 

Several readers shared their thoughts 
about the franchise’s plans commenting on 
local Sun Media newspaper websites. 

“Tim Hortons is fortunate enough to be 
really the only relevant national chain in 
the market place in terms of discount cof¬ 
fee besides McDonald’s,” wrote one reader 
“Unfortunately for Tim Hortons, they seem 
to have no idea who they are catering to 
anymore. They have a slew of products that 
don’t make sense, and in terms of the pre¬ 
mium offerings that they do have, the qual- 


Another suggested: “How about Fair 
Trade and/or organic/shade grown coffee 

One reader welcomed the addition. 

"Sure,” he wrote. "Add whatever to the 
menu. It’s just another choice. Really not a 
big deal.” 

Several comments were left by people 
who said they prefer visiting McDonald's in 
the morning 

“Yes a med. coffee and fresh muffin with 
butter $1.98, tax in, at Micky Ds," said one 

menter said. "I've switched to McDonald’s 
coffee and have never looked back. Far bet¬ 
ter taste and far and away better service. No 
grumbling complaining staff No slow lines 
with only one cashier in training. No drive- 
thru lines out to the street" 

And wrote another reader, “I prefer 
McDonald’s as well when I buy coffee, 
which isn’tvery often. I do, however, buy the 
McDonald's K-cups all the time.” 
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□ CARBON MONOXIDE: Alarms required in all homes I 


Arm yourself against the silent killer 




s d 8 rs d «.o™d f 



Penalties for failing to 



mfs Mark Guilbeault & 

lUJkS Associates Ltd. 

Q Insurance Professionals 

NOW OPEN 

For All Your Insurance Needs. 


CALL 

289 - 836-7999 

or toll free 

1 - 866 - 748-7062 

www.insuredifferent.ca 

220 MAIN ST WEST 
PORT COLBORNE 
(Corner of King & Main) 












































Special Order 


SAVE 
$ 70T0N 
A SET OF 
4 MICH EUN 

mESzzsr* 


For Full Tire Testing Results 


www.canadiantire.ca/tiretesting 


12 EQUAL MONTHLY PAYMENTS NO FEE' NO INTEREST FINANCING 


287 West Side Rd, Port Colborne, 905-835-1155 
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SAVE 25% 

On the installation of MotoMaster OE 


Plus brake pads when installed at a 
Canadian Tire Auto Service Centre. 
Receive lifetime warranty* on OE Plus 
Brake Pads. 

'Lifetime warranty applies to MotoMaster OE Plus 
brake pads installed in our service centre. 

Most vehicles. 

See in store for details. 
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Helping the needy one drop at a time S! 



PACKAGES, COMPLETE CONCRETE WORK, 

Sidewalks, Driveways, Patios, 
Stampcrete, All Masonary Repairs, 
Stonework, Chimney repairs, & 

FLAGSTONE 


IQuIQ 

CERAMIC TILE 


75 - 


WELLAND i 

51-53 Main St. West 
9057347555 

Mon-Fri8-6 • Sat 9-5 
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□ OBITUARY: Jacques Dubois 


Welland’s Order of 
Canada recipient has died 


LOOK IN THURSDAY’S PAPER FOR YOUR M&M MEAT SHOP FLYER 



. A man who dedicated much of his long 
has died. 

Dr. Jacques Denis Dubois, whose work 
as a Welland physician and as a promoter 

him the Order of Canada in 2002, was laid 
to rest during a funeral mass Saturday. 
He died Wednesday at the age of 92. 
“He will always be remembered as our 

whether it was in schools or the church," 
said Alain Breton, who spent many years 
serving with Dubois as members of Club 
Richelieu. 

i a real leader for the club right 


accomplishments, such as establishing 
Foyer Richelieu — Welland's French- 
language long-term care home. 

Dubois was also very active in educa- 

Letourneau said the French language 
elementary and secondary schools in 
the city were largely the result of the 
work Dubois did promoting the needs 
of francophone families in Welland. 

Breton said the church pews were 
packed with friends and family dur¬ 
ing the funeral mass Saturday at Sacre 



develop g'ardem'Rtrtier^aUilt'was 
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“\JWIT Of *^^^LpANADIAN ROAST_ 


JANES 


d 97 


Reg. 2^ 

LIMIT O f 5 . 


TarkaY 


S4VE1.7 9 


hSfoJI 


’uM'T oF ^ 


Prices in effect until April 21st, 2015, while quantities last. 


GIANT TIGER 

— your saveoneverything store — 

200 Fitch Street, Welland 

B20a v ° | GIANT TIGER 

WATCH, PIN, POST, LIKE, FOLLOW OR TWEET 1 

GIANT TIGER. TIGRE GEANT, TIGER MEAD DESIGNS AND OTHER TRADEMARKS IN THIS AD ARE REGISTERED AND UNREGISTERED CANADIAN TRADEMARKS OF GIANT TIGER STORES LIMITED AND ARE LICENSED TO ITS FRANCHISEES. 
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■ EARTH DAY 
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SAMPLE FROM HUNDREDS OF 
WINES, BEERS & SPIRITS 

• Enjoy Incredible Local Cuisine 

• Complimentary Chef Demonstrations 
• Free All You Need Is Cheese Stage 

• Interactive Wine Tasting Stage 

• Live Entertainment 
• Niagara's Best Night Out! 


ON STAGE 

MAY 2 


NIAGARA 

FOOD 

(SWINE 

Wo 


SCOTIABANK CONVENTION CENTRE 


JOHN CATUCCI 

FOOD NETWORK’S YOU GOTTA EAT HERE 


Group talking climate change 



It's a global issue, but it can be tackled at 
the local level 

The St Catharines Federal Liberal Associa¬ 
tion is hosting a non-political town hall meet¬ 
ing April 22, which just happens to be Earth 
Day, to discuss the issue of climate change 
and what it means to Niagara. 

“We've been really concerned about the 
climate change issue and how there's a sort of 
paralysis around it,” said Climate Change and 
the Green Economy organizer Jane Dywan. 

"It's sort of like too big of an issue and peo¬ 
ple blockit out” 

Dywan said the goal of the town hall 
gathering is to get people talking about cli¬ 
mate change and what they can do to affect 
change. 

Noted clean-tech venture capitalist, envi¬ 
ronmentalist and author Tom Rand will be 
the guest speaker 

Dywan said the author of Kick the Fossil 
Fuel Habit and Waking the Frog will provide 
a “no-nonsense look at climate change with 
special emphasis on the economic oppor¬ 
tunities involved in moving to a low-carbon 
economy." 


In addition to Rand, the event will feature 

like Greening Niagara executive director Jane 
Hanlon and John Bacher, president of the 
Preservation of Agricultural Lands Society. 

“They will bring the issues down to what 
will happen here in Niagara—how will this 
affect Niagara," Dywan said. "We know there 
is worldwide concern, but what about Nia¬ 
gara?” 

She said her group hopes to reach out to 
people confused by comments posted by 
climate change deniers at the end of some 
online stories. 

“And people are reading that, and they 
don't know what to believe,” Dywan said. 
"We don’t expect people who are absolutely 
deniers are going to care and want to come, 
but there's a lot of people who have questions 
and just aren't sure what to think about the 
whole issue — those are the type of people I 
think would be good to attract” 

The event takes place Horn 7 to 9 p.m. at the 
Holiday Inn on Ontario St in St Catharines. 
Admission is free, but people are asked to 
RSVP online at www.eventbrite.ca/e/earth- 
day-town-hall-tickets-16168758191. 

For more information, contact Jane Dywan 
at 905-641-1859. 



3421 Frederick Avenue 
Vineland, Ontario 
(905) 562-7357 
rww.theorchardsresidence.ca 


The Orchards 

RETIREMENT RESIDENCE 

Independent and Enhanced Care Living 


BUY TICKETS ONLINE NOW SAVE $2 WITH PROMO CODE NIAGARA 

NIAGARAFOODANDWINE.CA 
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POVERTY: Two different approaches to feeding the poor 

Foodbanks vs. food cards 


LOCALNEWS 



Food cards versus food banks. 

Woodstock has gone with the former, 
and it’s an idea that has caught the 
attention of Niagara politicians and 
agencies helping those living in pov- 

"It's an interesting concept," St. 
Catharines city Coun. Mat Siscoe said 
of replacing food banks with grocery 

"It provides more dignity for users. In 
the U.S., with food stamps, there's a lot 
of stigma attached to it, but in Wood- 

Instead of food banks, where food 
is collected and kept in warehouses, 
Woodstock has moved to a program 
where customers can donate cash at 

fund food cards given to recipients. The 
cards are only good for non-taxable sta¬ 
ple items and allows people to shop for 
themselves. 

Supporters say it’s a more efficient 
way to help those in need. There would 
be no need to ship food to food banks, 
no need for staff to sort through count¬ 
less donations and no expenses associ- 


“Obviously, there are pros and cons, 
but I’d like to sit down and talk to the 
people in the poverty community in 
Niagara about this,” said Siscoe. 

Niagara Falls regional Coun. Selina 
Volpatti, who is a founding member of 
Project SHARE in Niagara Falls, said she 
sees a lot of positives in the card con¬ 
cept. She said some people feel shame 
when they go to a food bank, a feeling 
that could be eliminated with cards. 

"Some food banks are hard to get 
to because if a person can’t afford 
food, they can't afford a vehicle. With 
food cards, they can go in their own 

said Volpatti. "We can also save some 
money when it comes to personnel at 
food banks having to sort out food." 

She said a major expense at Project 
SHARE is the warehouse for food. 

“It would be a whole different ball 
game if they gave out cards.” 

Pam Sharp, community development 
co-ordinator with Project SHARE, said 

what works for them. 

“We wouldn't move to that format at 
this point. We rely on donors (a lot of 
whom prefer to give food than money) 

tastes and their dietary concerns.” 



St. Catharines & Thorold, said she 
applauds anyone who comes up with 
“ways to fill tummies,” but she has 
“philosophical differences" with the 
Woodstock approach. 

She said while Community Care 
helps 1,850 individuals and families 
each month, the Woodstock food bank 
assisted fewer than 300. 

Souter said Community Care cli¬ 
ents receive $100 to $150 worth of food 
every other month or six times a year, 
which allows them to “stretch their 
food dollars.” She said individuals in 
Woodstock get $20 to $25 food cards 
once a month. 

She said Community Care has its 
own grocery store and people have the 
“freedom of choice.” 

“We encourage them to balance their 
diet." 

Souter questions the dignity and 
individual choice aspects of food cards 
as opposed to food banks. 

you can’t buy, from my understanding. 
If you give out a card... you’re not pro¬ 
tecting that person’s anonymity." 

Mark Carl, executive director of the 
Hope Centre in Welland, said he can 
see the pros and cons of both systems, 
but supports the status quo in Niagara 
until “more details" come out. He said 
although it might not happen often, 
people could sell the cards and use the 
money for other purposes. 

The Hope Centre sees about 35 indi¬ 
viduals and families each day. 

Carl said several agencies in Niagara 

social programs to help people get out 
of poverty. 

For example, he said people might 
come in looking for food and the 

person to the appropriate agency that 
can best help that individual. 

“It's services that you can’t get at a 
grocery store. That’s an important part 

community services that are intended 
to lift people out of poverty.” 

Sharp agreed, saying clients who 
come to them for emergency food 

worker, who often can provide them 
with additional supports and resources 
they may not have known about. 

“We are more than just a food bank,” 
she said. "We are striving towards food 
security, and addressing all aspects of 
poverty.” 


Volpatti said if Niagara agencies 




Brent & Jenny's 1 53 West Side Rd. 
NoFrills I Port Colborne 
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No gender issues on Habitat job site 


MARYANNEFIRTH Butfromthatmoment, Chris- iting cooperation, participation and taking on various roles in her spouse, who found great joy But before the project can lit- 

Postmedia Network tensen made it her mission not and business support the industry. It’s encouraging for partneringwithHabitat erally get offthe ground, help is 
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Come join the Welland Toyota 
team for a FREE BBQ 
Saturday April 18 

Coffee, Tea, Juice & Pastries 
9 - 11am 


Rick Fauteux Neil Farlow Patrick Clarke Rob Groeneveld Drew Etherington Gary Michael Derek Poirier Brenda Lavigne 

Sales Manager Pre-Owned Manager Sales S Leasing Consultant Sales & Leasing Consultant Sales & Leasing Consultant Sales S Leasing Consultant Sales & Leasing Consultant Finance Manager 


WELLAND TOYOTA 


RED MEANS GO 

THE LEGENDARY SALE IS BACK. 


TOYOTA 


i FINANCE FROM 0% APR FOR 36 MONTHS’ 


894 NIAGARA ST. WELLAND • 905-788-2200 OR TOLL FREE 1-800-265-3409 
M..on™.tan- spo.ifS'” -e^ismrda,^-sp» Check out our website www.wellandtoyota.ca 
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* ^Niagara & 

AUCTION 

IS B^VCIC' s ° m <, 

% Bidding Closes^ 

Thursday, April 16,9:00 pm 

Everything Must Go! 

We have 

TV's • Home Audio * Car Audio * Telephones • Recliners • Loveseats 
• Sofas • TV Stands • Clothing Gift Cards 

• Green Fees • Golf Memberships • Attractions • Vacations • Flooring • 

Dining Gift Cards • Beauty Products • Appliances • BBQs 
• Home & Garden Equipment • Health Products 
Bid Now: 

www.wellandtribune.ca/auction 
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CBC radio news veteran retires 
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"And I thought, 'I shouldn't be doing this. 
Thisisacolossal invasion of their privacy.’ 
After this horrendous, terrible thing hap¬ 
pened to their daughter, I was being allowed 


voice familiar to any CBC radio listener. 

"These people were basically crashed, but 
they wanted to talk about their daughter... 
the great person Kristen was, the A student, 
the athlete. And of course, they also became 
great advocates for victims' rights issues.'' 

These moments of towering class and 
character touched McNamee in his long 
career in journalism. 

"I think it's that spirit of goodwill and 
courage that comes from terrible adversity," 

McNamee reflected on the national pro¬ 
file he gained through his radio career in an 
interview inside his sister’s Pen Centre-area 
house, where he was staying for a family get- 

Bom and raised in St. Catharines, the 
62-year-old is one of seven siblings in a fam¬ 
ily that has enduring ties to the area. As a 
youth in the Garden City, McNamee's pas¬ 
sion for news came early. 

“I was always interested in news and what 
was going on in the world,” he said. “As a kid, 
I'd listen to all-news stations on a transistor 

After graduating from Denis Morris High 
School, he launched his dream by studying 
in the Niagara College radio and television 

While there, he got some real-world expe¬ 
rience at the CHSC and also CKTB AM sta¬ 
tions in St Catharines. 

McNamee recalls with a laugh that he 
once complained to his CHSC boss about 
his paltry $2.50 compensation for covering 
evening assignments like school board and 
dty hall meetings. 

“I told him that it basically wasn’t even 
covering my gas,” he said 

“His reply was ‘Well, it’s experience, 

Stints followed at CKNX-TV in Wingham, 
Ont. and as a newscaster with then-promi¬ 
nent AM radio station CFRAin Ottawa. After 
some Toronto radio work, he followed that 
with four years at CTV Toronto as a televi¬ 
sion reporter and editor. 

During a nasty CTV lockout, it dawned on 
him that radio was his natural calling. 

“My first love is radio. I think I like the 


anonymity," he said. “I always had it in the 
back of my mind that I'd end up at the CBC 
... especially for radio news, that was the 

After some television freelancing includ¬ 
ing the television program Travel Maga¬ 
zine, he was hired inl989byCBC's National 
Radio News as an overnight newscaster 

Eventually as a CBC broadcast journal¬ 
ist based in Toronto, he hosted several news 
programs. 

In 1995, he joined the team that started 
The World This Weekend. After other host¬ 
ing gigs at the Mother Corp., he was pro¬ 
moted in 2003 to the World at Sixbroadcasts 
— as lofty as it gets in Canadian news radio. 

"I felt very fortunate,” he said. 

"But it was somewhat daunting sitting in 
the same seat as Russ Germain, Bob Oxley 
... these people I'd been listening to years. 
They were all very welcoming.” 

McNamee also remembers a day seared 
into the minds of a generation, especially 
those who reported on it—Sept 11,2001. 

He was on the tennis court when he 
learned about the terror attacks. 

Immediately, he was summoned to the 
studio. 

“I think I was at work for the next 24 
horns. Itwas a crazy time... the adrenaline 
starts flowing and you go into automatic,” 
he said 

"You think about the thousands who have 
died, but then you have to go on the air and 
report it. And you have to keep your emo¬ 
tions intact, but not become a robot The lis¬ 
tener wants a hint of emotion, but you have 
to do your job and stay steady. 

“As a journalist, it’s a time you really show 
your mettle." 

He is not the only McNamee sibling in 

His sister, Vancouver-based Susan 
McNamee — once a local reporter — for¬ 
mally retired as a CBC newscaster in 2011, 
after more than three decades there. At one 
time, brother and sister even read the World 
at Six together 

Another sister Carolyn Medland, aretired 
Niagara Catholic District School Board 
teacher, said that the gift of the gab is in the 
family blood. 

“We all love to talk, we’re just a talking 
family,” she said. 

"Everyyear we have a big party at Bemie's 
we call McNamania." 
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materials for your dollar 

- Written warranties 

Always a fast, friendly and FREE 

"Don't settle on part time service" 

Ph: 905-894-8599 
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□ HOLOCAUST: Death camp survivor Max Eisen shares his harrowing tale 

‘We were no longer human beings’ 







tonne.” Protheses and glasses 
were confiscated. 

“One second was like a thou- 



most amazing sight” 

He later formed a bond with 
that soldier, Johnny Stevens, of 
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* Classifieds 

inportnews.ca/classifieds 


Phone: 1-866-541-6757 • Fax: 1-866-485-8461 • Email: inportnews.classifieds dsunmedia.i 



PORT COLBORNEAREA 
CARRIER ROUTES 
AVAILABLE 


NO COLLECTING! 
Call 905-732-2414 
ext 389 or 272 


yourlifemoments.ca 

Marking your milestones. 

For Obituaries call: 

1 - 877 - 750-5054 

Fax: 1-866-485-8461 





Tribune routes: Mon-Sat 
or InPort Thurs Only 

BRIDGE ST, CLARKE ST 
DOLPHIN ST, WELLINGTON 
BERKLEY AVE 
WELLINGTON 
HUMBOLDT PKY 
MAIN ST E. 

BORDENAVE 
SCHOLFIELDAVE 
MICHAEL DR S. 
CLARENCE, MICHAEL DR N 
AMELIA, MAIN, MELLANBY 
HAMPTON, SCHOLFIELDAVE 
CLARENCE, WESTWOOD, STANLEY 
LENA, OLGA 

EXT 503389 OR EXT 503272 
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WELCOME TO 
THE FAMILY. 


THE INPORT NEWS JOINS POSTMEDIA, 
ONE OF CANADA’S LARGEST NEWS 
MEDIA COMPANIES. 


Postmedia’s recent acquisition of Sun Media’s 
English-language publications and digital 
properties means that the Inport News is now 
a part of our growing family of news media 
organizations across Canada. 

We are proud to welcome the Inport News, 
its employees and audiences. We know 
your newspaper is an important part of your 
community and we are committed to delivering 
the great local news and features you have 
come to expect from the Inport News. 


POSTMEDIA INPORT^iNEWS 


With this acquisition, Postmedia is now 
the largest publisher of English-language 
newspapers in Canada. It also means we have 
almost doubled our size in the digital world 
and can provide even better options for our 
audiences and advertisers alike. We trust you 
will continue to enjoy your Inport News. 

TO LEARN MORE, VISIT POSTMEDIA.COM 



